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the great romiance of American Society, for which 
our B jeaders Mave been looking in vain so long. 
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sidious wiles of Irish’ Cathélics,—the perils 
‘which-impend over our heads from the machi- 
inations of Popes and princes against our lib- 
lerties and ‘eur peace, seem to have blown 
‘away from our political heavens, and left 
‘everything all serene. The sentiment is, in- 
deed, casually thrown out that, in the opinion 
,of the American Party, “it is.a wise and just 
‘principle of government that American born 
citizens should be the, chosen representatives 
Of the, people ;”—but they proceed with all pos- 
sible speed to confess their utter inability to 
‘elect men to office who either believe in or 
ilhistrate this principle,—and they therefore 
‘turn their attention to other projects and en- 
‘deavors. 

, The mission of the American Party, accord- 
ing to this newest revelation, is to “reform 
‘acknowledged alfases in the old political par- 
tiés” ‘The *task is somewhat serious,—and 
‘we only’wish we could see in the American 
| Party either the will or the power to perform it. 
‘What those .abuses. are is. very forcibly and 
' very. truly set forth in their Address. They de- 


“nounce warmly the whole machinery by which 


‘nominations are made, afid the popular will 


Sy ‘controlled, by both the great political parties of 
‘the country ;—and then they 


proceed, in the 
‘most piteous tones of complaint, to deplore the 
unwillingness of one of those parties to enter 


‘into an alliance with them, on fair and equa! 
terms, for the overthrow of the other. We do 
not insist upon the palpable inconsistency of 
these positions. We look upon them merely as 


evidences of their conscious weakness and in- 
ability to take any open and positive political 
stand themselves. 

The purpose which they intimate to organize 
themselves into a balance-of-power party, and 
thus control the other two, instead of aiming 
to do anything of themselves, would be worthy 
of commendation if the principle of its organ- 
ization were clearly just. But we see no proof 
that any principle whatever has controlled their 
selection of candidates from the Republican and 
Democratic tickets. They have taken half of 
each,—without any apparent object or motive 
whatever in the sélection. © They have nomi- 
nated a German for Treasurer, and have left 
off an American Canal man, of high ability and 
experience, for Secretary of State. The men 
they have chosen are no purer, no abler, no 
more free from party ‘corruptions and intrigue, 
than the men they have rejected. Their sole 
object. seems to have been to make. up a ticket 
from the other two, for the purpose of showing 
their ability to decide the result. Suppose they 
accomplish that object :—whet practical ser- 
vice will ‘they-thus have rendered to conned 
stlves dt the. State ?... 

The movement at ‘Utia petit 46 Jus! ? the | 
final pias taye of, dying party. . If they ‘fail. to. 
control the result this Fall; they will scarcely 

be able to reorganize atall. If they succeed, 


ts. | the men elected, will neither. represent their 
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| object .in holding a Convention 
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nor recognize their claims. . Their 
was apparently 
only to die with dignity :—it is by no means 
certain that even this moderate aim ‘has been 
eceomplished. 


| cc 
_ The Police Commission. 

We publish’ in another column a card from 
Mr..D. B. Hasprovck, complaining of his remo- 
val“from the Deputy Clerkship of the Police 
Commission:;for ‘having attended: a political 
Convention. . We, give place to this document 
merely because Mr. H, desires us,to do.so, and 
because justice, perhaps, requires that his own 
view of the case should be put before the pub- 
jig... But we feel, bound. to by mi 
itself confirms us in the views -we 
expressed on the subject. "We think the action |: 
.9f the Board in the’ premises worthy of all com- 
mendation, and 


iz i-sureonie i's [eas 


pursued in every. similar case: ... “—y 

Mr. H. alleges: that ‘he: was: never notified 
that ‘the rule on the subject’ applied” to ‘elérks, 
as well as to policemen,. ’ . Weare’ at a loss to 
conjecture why it shouldever have éntered his 
head that there could be one'rulé for clerks and 
another for other members of the force,—un- 
less he supposed a clerkship to be held as a re- 
ward for political service, and for other duties 
than ‘those connected with the Police Depart- 
-Inent. -He coriiplains #iso of not having been 


ae ge, | allowed a public trial,—of not having been con- 
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| days would often be énough. Texlations ot nih at 


cles of men’s clothing. can be sent to the room 1 


prompt transaction of business, and likewise to 
insure ‘that cate which holding a situation 

“during good behavior” elicits. The man em- 
ployed at the request of a Member of Congress, 
is only sure of continuance in office while he 
can continue of political service to his patron ; 
a radialindh ndaathd eect tie 
local nominations may arise, making it desira- 
ble to the patron that another partisan should 
be substituted for the patriot first employed. 
At best, the man so given his place, can only 
hope for a two years’ incumbency ; and. in 
the complex operations of sorting, boxing and 
distributing letters to various sections and 
modes of delivery, the whole of this time 
would be! required to make the man decently 
fit for the prompt discharge. of his duties. In 
this view of the matter, we have left out of 
sight the questions affecting integrity and reg- 
ular habits of business; it is to be sipposed 
that no man in a position commanding patron- 
age would recommend for employment a per- 
son of whose honesty he’ was not-satisfied, or 
whose habits would be a reproach to the De- 
partment which. employed him. 

But the postal evils: which, in this City at 


least, press. most .keenly on thé public, are 
those connected with the delivery of letters 


by carrier, or through special Post-office box, 
set apart for a particular man or firm. No 
provision having been made by Congress for 
the employment of letter-carriers.at a fixed 
salary, as in London, a carrier's fee of two 
cents is collected on each letter delivered ; 
and this, where parties are in the habit.of 
receiving twenty or thirty letters daily, be- 
comes quite a serious tax of from one 
hundred ‘to one hundred and fifty dollars a 
year, in addition to the regular charge . for 
stamps made upon each letier.. Meantime, 
the lucky proprietor of a special .Post-office 
box pays but six dollars a year for box-rent, 
and many receive an average of one hin- 
dred letters daily for that amount... Most of 
the ‘quack doctors, lottery men, and’ ad- 
vertising Bohemians, who prey on..the 
credulity of the public, commence ‘ ope- 
rations by securing a box in the Post- 
office, partly as a matter of economy, by 
which they save several hundred dollars a year 
on the letters of their dupes; partly. because 
the possession of a box gives some appearance 
of respectability ; and lastly—more important 
than all—because a Box Nomber will stand in 
lieu of name and address, giving these gentry 
full swing to swindle, while exposing them as 
little as possible to the cowhides of exasperated 
country victims. 

Now the first thing for Congress to do on this 
| ‘subject is to maké ‘provision that all letters, 


prepaid by stamps, shall -be delivered free of 
turther chargé Jat thé .dodriof-nilitess. This 


will necessitate the assignment. of fixed sala- 
ries to all Garriers; but«the drains0 created 


can easily be made up in the.course of time by | 


imposing double postage on all letters mailed 
without: prepayment, and also from the funds 
collected by the present charge of two cents 
‘each on City, or drop letters, as they are called, 
mailed and delivered within the district ‘of the 
same post-office. The system of optional pre- 
payment, we know, is subject to many and 
grave.objections under the present organiza- 
tion of the Post-office. Department ;- bat as ‘it 
has been found to work well in d, with 
the penalty of a double rate where prepayment 
has been neglected, we can see no rea- 
#on why {t should not bé adopted here in prefer- 
-ence to the pi t cumbrous and costly sys- 

-tem of + out a. printed ..notice' to ‘fhe 
party addressed that, @ letter is. detained for 
ane wil be'forwerile?-on the re- 


adoption mach ayotom—the free ae! 
| ein prepaid letters—would 
at. oneé and effectually ‘break up the ‘pres- 
ent unjust and partial system of » Post-office 
Boxes, under which one man receives for six 
dollars a year the same, services for which 
another man has to pay several hundred dol- 
lars. It is due to the Postmaster of this ae 
to say that the few boxes, comparatively, to 
be distributed each year, are rented’ out in 
order-of priority, and without any premium of 
charge of “good will” for the advantage s0 
secured; but that attempts are frequently 
made by the lessees of these boxes to dispose 
of their fancied right in them at a profit to 
other applicants, we see evidenced almost 
every second day by advertisements, headed 
“A Renhee ties to be’ sold.” ‘Such sales 
l by: the Post-offiee, atid 
box 80 put ae, rai 


“In thesé suggestions for the better eel 
tion of the ‘Post-office in general, 


Department 
and the postal service of this City in particular, 
avoided any controversy. as 
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i,, } to the proper site for our Post-office, that being a 
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‘question to which time will rapidly give a correct 
solution. That the present building is inadequate 
‘tothe public needs, and in an architectural re- 
Bc a Gingraer $0 our City. pride, are points 
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EMail Ne Seourey, 
: This is one of the most surprising and dis- 
creditable statements..we have recently en- 
countered. We would not have beliéved ‘it 


, possible that, in the midst of so wealthy. and so 


charitable a community as this, an enterprise 
so nobly and palpably beneficent, could, have 
been thus neglected and abandoned. ° There is | 
no difficulty whatever in. collecting from. our 
people half a million of dollars every year, to 
send tracts.and. Bibles and: missionaries to 


Africa and the uttermost parts of the habitable |: 
_ globe. Mass meetings are held, agents set to 


work, and enormous amounts of money con- 
tributed constantly for the most distant enter- 
prises of Christian zeal,—and thai, too, with 
the rarest and most meagre encouragement, so 
far.as known results are concerned. Yet for 
this enterprise, whichis daily redeeming our 
own people from degradation and ruin,—which 
is doing more direct, practical and tangible 
good among that..portion of our inhabitants 
who need such efforts most, than any one of 
the gorgeous churches which adorn our streets, 
not enough money can be raised to “‘pay the 
current expenses, or fitting up a single.room!’’ 
Is it, then, absolutely necessary that the ‘objects 
of our charity should live a thousand miles 
away from us?-' Cannot we bear to look upon 
the fruits of our own benéficence? Or is the 
stimulus of sectarianism and religious parti- 
sanship essential to the exercise of-practical 
charity? =“ 

There are scores of rich men. in this City 
whose sons ate becoming drunkards and vaga- 
bonds,—a disgrace to their families and: pests 
to the community,—and who Qught, from their- 
own experience to appreciate the claims of 


such an establishment as the one in‘question. 


They subscribe largely to our Tract Societies, — 

to the Bible Societies,—to' all great etiterprizes 
for saving the heathen of Caffraria, and opening 
new paths for Christian truth in the remotest 
regions of the earth. Their names, we do not 
doubt, will figure prominently among the con- 
tributors to the fund for converting the Catho- 
lics of Ireland to what they-regard as a purer 
and a betterfaith. This is quite right and com- 
mendable.. We would not discourage any man - 
from giving money to any object which he be- 
lieves to ‘be just and worthy of his.aid. But we 
have a right to claim for ‘the heathen of our 
own City, some share of the regard and benefi- 
cence of our own citizens. ~They have no right 
thus to léave the men, women and children of 
our own households,—living in our midst, con- 
trolling.our social and civil institutions, and 
giving character to our City and country,—to 
sink into worse than heathen degradation under 


‘the very shadow of the churches which mock 


their wretchedness, and. stand only as living 
contradictions of the doctrines professed ue 
neath their roofs. 
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Bat while the history of ‘Stata pea pare: 
proves as thoroughly as will her trial, that certai? ‘with drives u 


waves, and her consequent freedom ‘fron: ‘rolling 
and pitching, orensshseliah lenny 


Eastern’s beam reduced by 20 feet, she 
present more resistance to the rolling action of the 


sea than any other vessel ;. and sinee the space be- | 


tween the sharp lines of a very large vessel “could 
be used for stowage,while the corresponding space 
of a small vessel would be valueless, we hold that 
it was a mistake to build the great ship so wide. 
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heading, to derive support cn Both ‘siden from’ Walt k 


a dozen waves, while a very short. ship would be 
half the time on the steep-side hilh of a single 
wave, To suppose that such a ship'could not be 
made stiff enough to avoid breaking her back, is 
absurd. We would trust Mr. Scorr Russet, at 
least, with that. 

After all, these are not the leading faults-of the 
Great Eastern. The charge against her is the’ 
same that we make against all manner of steam- 
ships. With a few exceptions, the generation and 


The Managers of this Fourth Ward ‘Reading 


Reon have a tight to ask, at the hands of this. 


professedly Christian community, the full and 
abundant and steady supply of all its wants. 
They do the cause they serve gross wrong by 
begging the pittance of which they speak. We 
cannot but hope that it has lacked ‘support 
merely because it has net attracted the notice: 


of our people ; and that some among the thous- |. 


ands of our wealthy and truly charitable citi- 
gens (and ‘no city in the world can boast a 
greater number of them,) will at once give it 
the attention which ft so well ‘deserves. - 


SSE 
Another Benevolent Movement. 


We are glad to Jearn that a new: abclety has va 


been organized for thé special purpose of looking | 


after the interests—material” and’ moral—of. the |- 


lower classes, in the lower. Wards of the City. 
Witson G. Hunt is President of the new organi- 


“gation, and its other executive officers are gentle- 
‘men of recognized energy, influence and public 


spirit. They have selected as the Superintendent 
of the: Mission,:the Rev, Mr..Vas Mzzan, whose 
connection with the Five Points Methodist Mission 
‘and with. the Children’s Aid’ Sociéty ‘have made 
him ‘widely ‘and most: favorably known to all who 
are interésted in'the philanthropic movements of 
the day. We understand that Mr. Van Mergen 
will enter upon the duties of this new position im- 
mediately on his return” from another expedition 
with colony of children to the West. The head- 
quarters of the new Mission is to be in the Fourth 


-Ward,—which alone has an aggregate population 


of-about 23,000, and probably embodies within its 
limits more vice, degradation and wretchedness 
than any other Ward in the City. 

We are glad to perceive that the physical condi- 


tion Of this class of our population is to receive at> |. 


tention at re hands on shows the ae te ity | 
ence as well as reason 
of those agencies. wrhiah igure the motedtal 
of the poor in a séalous concern 
wetter, Ut As -in_ the; 
gain the a to L 
ple who, pprerk e besides this, it is Tot 
easy to ‘the minds of the ‘hungry with 


high sense ofthe worth of that charity and be- |. 


nevolence which is deaf to the cries: of hanger |", 
and gives 90 little heed 00 eet 


forts of daily life. . We must have, in | 


other, a radical reform in the housesand 

the .degraded poor, before’ we can::hope for 
great change in their air ti er 

a shins sevcedbiaiihall won 

who live in the midst of 









narrow dwellings, in close con- 
tact with - the. vile, and. without ty of 
cious 
and d ed themselves. — “sh 


have already n made inthis direction, The 


Qhildren’s Aid Society, which we regard as, in all * 


tage for marine purposes.is the saving of wi 
and space. The required apparatus is not 
ed, although a standard thing with some builders 
Each kind has its good features, while a little ex 


periment will soon overcome pager 
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